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Presidency on the Brink: President 
Trump's Impeachment Inquiry 
HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI ANNOUNCES A FORMAL IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY AGAINST PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP. 
BY: !SABEL WILLIAMS 
NEWS EDITOR 
Times are changing along with our 
country. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi an-
nounced a formal impeachment inquiry 
into Donald Trump following the release 
of an official transcript of a call between 
Trump and the president of Ukraine. 
Pelosi stated "no one is above the law," 
as Trump supposedly pres-
A recent NPR poll found that 49% of 
Americans are in favor of moving for-
ward with the impeachment inquiry, 
39% of which believed it should have 
commenced in April in response to the 
Mueller report. 
If democrats want to move forward 
with these accusations, 
sured Ukrainian president 
Volodymyr Zelensky into 
investigating one of his 2020 
rivals, Joe Eiden. 
Trump now joins the nar-
row list of presidents who 
have had impeachment in-
quiries held against them, 
the last one being former 




has become the 
they will have to convince 
independents and subur-
ban voters of the valid-
ity of this impeachment 
inquiry and the allega-
tions held. It is known by 
our nation that President 
Trump is associated with 
a lot of criminal activity, 
but the process of proving 
enemy rather 
than just the 
opponent... 
A formal impeachment inquiry marks 
the beginning of the constitutional pro-
cess where the House of Representatives 
decides on whether to bring charges 
forward of "articles of impeachment." 
Articles of impeachment include high 
crimes and misdemeanors such as trea-
son or bribery. Impeachment doesn't 
necessarily mean removal from office. 
For removal of office, the Senate has to 
hold a trial led by the chief justice of the 
United States. 
The chances of Trump's removal would 
be slim even if the impeachment process 
went through, as The Senate would still 
need a 2/3 vote for removal. 
What Do Americans Think? 
Democrats want answers to the many 
questions they rightfully have. With 
this, democrats subpoenaed Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo for documents 
regarding the Ukraine incidents. 
what qualifies as an article 
of impeachment is what the House will 
have to use their judgement on. 
Mark Amodei: The First 
House Republican in Support of 
Trump's Impeachment Inquiry 
Mark Amodei, four-term Congressman 
from Nevada, is the first of all House Re-
publicans to support President Donald 
Trump's impeachment inquiry. 
He refuses to state whether or not he 
believes there are articles of impeach-
ment present, but says that the process 
makes sense regarding the many allega-
tions against President Trump. '"'Listen, 
I want to see what the process produces," 
Mr. Amodei said on the conference call, 
explaining that he had not ruled out im-
peachment. "And quite frankly, if there's 
something there that rises to that level, 
then guess what, that's not something 
that we can have by a Democrat or a Re-
publican,"' (The New York Times). 
Mark Am ode i's view is a big deal for the 
country, Amodei being the chairman of 
Trump's re-election campaign. Addition-
ally, Nevada is a swing-state. President 
Trump lost it by 27,000 votes to Hillary 
Clinton in 2016. 
A Political Divide 
The Constitution was meant to dis-
tribute and separate power in a way that 
disables reason from being overpowered 
by passion, yet the passion and populism 
within our system seems to diminish the 
true values and opinions of 'the people'. 
Social media often eliminates reason 
and practicality, resulting in an extreme 
political divide. 
America's political institutions are 
breaking down under the tension of par-
tisan divisions. Voters are now strictly 
sticking to party lines and rarely cross 
the ballot because the platforms of the 
major parties offer no compromise and 
focus on political control. The opposing 
political party has become the enemy 
rather than just the opponent, resulting 
in even more turmoil regarding Presi-
dent Trump's impeachment inquiry. 
"Twitter, Facebook, and other plat-
forms have accelerated public discourse 
to warp speed, creating virtual versions 
of the mob," Jeffrey Rosen explains in 
'Why America is living James Madison's 
Nightmare'. Rather than compromise, 
two separate ideals now compete in our 
nation. 
Trump is in a battle for his political 
credibility, even within his party. Ameri-
cans will likely know by the end of the 
year whether Trump will be impeached. 
INSIDE THIS 
WEEK'S EDITION 
CULTURE PAGE 2 
Hot New App! Learn about the 
new app for the rec center 
How Many Humans Does it 
Take to Change the Globe? 
Mario Kart Tour: Is it 
Worth the Drive? 
SPORTS 
SMC Fall Sports Review 
PAGE3 
2019 Contending NFL Teams 
OPINION PAGE 
he Words of the Wise 
he Boy Who Wore His Hat To 
lass 
eneration Meme Speaks Out 
2 
\lCbe QCollegian 
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE OF CALIFORNIA 
P.O.Box4407 
Moraga, CA 94575 
206 Ferroggiaro Hall 
www.stmaryscollegian.com 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com 






















The Collegian is the official newspaper of Saint Mary's 
College. published weekly, except during examination 
periods and academic recesses. The Collegian reserves 
the right to hold and edit all submitted materials, 
solicited and unsolicited. The Collegian's Editorial 
Board is comprised of all oversight staff members. Other 
opinions expressed are not necessarily endorsed by The 
CoUegian,itscontributorsandjoradvertisers.Advertis-
ers do not necessarily reflect the view of The Collegian. 
The Collegian strives for accuracy and fairness in the 
reporting of news. If a report is wrong or misleading, a 
request for a correction or clarification may be made. 
"To act upon one's convictions while others wait, 
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound, 
To provide information to people when 
it wasn't available before, 
To offer those who want it~ a choice-" 
-TED TURNER 
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Hot New App! 
BY: KIMBERLY WESLEY 
CULTURE WRITER 
-Have you ever walked all the way 
from your dorm to the Rec Center 
and forgot your ID, only for them 
to tell you that you can't workout 
without it? Did you have to walk all 
the way up to your dorm or town-
house just to get it? I know I have. 
And if you live in the townhouses 
way back by the cross, then you 
know the struggle of having to lug 
all the way up there just to prove 
you go to Saint Mary's. Remember 
when they used to give you only 
ne chance for you to go in without 
our ID? 
-Now a new dawn has come and the 
ec Center has granted us with a 
hot new app called: SMC Campus 
ec available on Apple and Android 
evices. This app allows for you to 
·nput your student ID number, so 
hat when you decide to go to the 
ym, all you have to do is scan your 
hone . Enter your Saint Mary's 
information and your ID number 
d you're good to go. The app will 
reate a specialized barcode for you. 
his is such a good invention be-
ause if you 're forgetful as me, this 
app will definitely come in handy. 
It's also much more faster too. AU 
you have to do is swipe and go! 
Beware, full-time faculty and staff 
will be notified if you present a 
screenshot of your personalized 
barcode. Sharing your barcode is 
prohibited. Consequences towards 
this action is unknown as of right 
now. 
-Also, signing your waiver is 
available on the app. Open the app 
and go to the home page, and click 
on "Facility Waiver". There, you 
will be directed to another page 
where you can successfully sign 
your waiver and beat the lines at 
the gym entrance. Other useful 
information on the app include 
Hours, Facility Calendar, Facil-
ity Reservations, Group Fitness, 
Intramurals, Club Sport, Outdoor 
Adventures, Memberships, Locker 
Rentals, Notifications & Closures, 
Social Media, and of course the 
Facility Waiver. So let's get a 
move on and download the app! 
Trust me it will save you the time! 
How Many Humans 
Does It Take to Change 
the Globe? 
BY: KIMBERLY WESLEY 
If you watched Tom Mustill 's 
Nature Now video starring 
Greta Thunberg and George 
Monboit then you're probably 
a little anxious about the world 
dying. You're probably also 
excited about helping change 
the climate by eliminating this 
notion of manifest destiny. Ap-
proximately two hundred spe-
cies are going extinct in a single 
day, and trees are being chopped 
down due to industrialized. 
Thungberg and Monboit pro-
posed the PRF model of protect 
(i.e. rainforest, animal habitats), 
restore (i.e. regenerate ecosys-
tems) , and fund (i.e. donate to 
environmental organizations). 
Saving the environment is more 
about recycling at this point, 
and it involves all of us. 
When I say it involves all of 
us, I mean everyone should 
be in on it. I recently had the 
opportunity to go to the Ameri-
can Psychological Association 
(APA) in Chicago, Illinois this 
August. It was an eye-opening 
experience, and I met a lot of 
intelligent psychologists and 
authors. One thing that stood 
out to me was the environmen-
tal psychology division (34) 
because I found that minority 
groups were underrepresented 
when I attended. I rarely found 
people that looked like me 
contribute to such a prominent 
field of study. This is an is-
sue because the environment 
affects all of us. This is our 
home. There should be more 
as privileged, who identify as 
low-income, first generation, 
and minorities. 
To make this happen, I 
proposed to Green Gaels at 
the latest meeting, that the 
club should collaborate with 
cultural groups/clubs on 
campus such as BSU (Black 
Student Union), APASA 
(Asian Pacific American 
Student Association), BFG 
(Ballet Folklorico Guadalu-
pano), etc. By collaborating 
with other cultural groups, we 
can maximize participation 
in saving the planet. This can 
be a big step especially for 
taking this notion of envi-
ronmental multiculturalism 
outside of campus. Including 
everyone of different identi-
ties would help jumpstart PRF 
(protect, restore, and fund) 
and especially globally. Cesar 
Chavez once said, "We don't 
need perfect political systems; 
we need perfect participa-
tion." If underrepresented 
groups were more included 
and involved, we can take on 
politicians who don't believe 
global warming and our dying 
environment exists. So, how 
many humans does it take 
to change the globe? The 
answer is all of them! 
Keep a lookout for that 
collab culture clubs and 
Green Gaels! And follow 
@greengaelsclub on Insta-
gram for event updates! 
Mario Kart Tour: Is 
it Worth the Drive? 
BY: GEORGE DONOVAN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
We should all play more Mario 
Kart. No matter how good you are 
at it, it's one of those creations that 
lights up any party, lounge room 
or road trip. But the numerous 
entries over the years have almost 
become a great displacement of 
players from their one true goal 
of a universal tower to plumber, 
princess and dinosaur racing, 
whether it be through different 
controls, intendo consoles, or 
access to the games themselves. 
Now, all the classic fun of Mario 
Kart has come to iOS and Android 
in "Mario Kart Tour", where 
the streets of New York, Tokyo, 
Paris and London have become 
a battlefield of drift skid marks 
and koopa troopa shells. With 10.1 
million downloads worldwide on 
its September 25th release date, 
the most in mobile game history, 
Mario Kart Tour has even man-
aged to surpass the 6. 7 million 
day 1 downloads of "Pokemon 
GO" and become Nintendo's 
hottest game yet. But is there an 
engine overheating underneath 
all this pizzazz, cruising slowly 
down the street not to show off, 
but to stomach a number of in-
ternal problems and undesirable 
features? 
To ensure a fun and fair game 
for players of all skill levels, 
Nintendo has made a myriad of 
typi 1 for.gwl.a 
of Mario Kart gameplay. Driv-
ers are given the choice of two 
steering methods: gyro handling, 
where tilting your device steers 
your kart, or manual drifting, 
where sliding your fingers left 
and right across the screen allows 
for smarter, snappier handling. 
Knowing how busy your hands 
might be, the game also automat-
ically holds down your accelera-
tion, and will perform tricks in-
stantly when heading over ramps 
and jumps. Off-road sections of 
the course have even been made 
off-limits, unless you're in the 
mood for a clever shortcut with 
a mushroom's boost, and play-
ers who fear driving off the edge 
can take comfort in knowing the 
stream lined playstyle will keep 
them moving forward along the 
racetracks in portrait-mode. 
If you're still interested after 
reading the end of that last para-
graph, proceed with caution; 
despite the desire you may have 
to get racing as soon as possible, 
there are some setbacks that may 
drop "Mario Kart Tour" down a 
few ranks in your eyes. Rather 
than receiving new characters 
or karts with each cup you com-
plete, they are earned through 
the "warp pipe" mechanic, which 
presents you with one random 
reward at a tin1e. Firing the pipe 
will cost yott rubies, which are 
earned from cups and complet-
ing achievements, which become 
immortalized as badges, creating 
ruby-earning tic-tac-toe lines 
of badges in your record books. 
With rubies and coins, the re -
spective hard and soft currencies 
of the app, you suddenly realize 
what kind of game you've gotten 
yourself into. The chase to get 
a five star ranking on a course, 
despite how many coins, tricks, 
and opponent hits you may have 
landed in a race, can sometimes 
fall short to simply doing all of 
this using the course's most fa-
vored character, kart and glider 
combo. That is, if you can come 
upon this combo in the shop 
or by chance through the pipe! 
"Mamma Mia ... " 
"Mario Kart Tour" is the new-
est step forward for the Ma-
ri K rt ,,_; , ffi rin II the 
iconic, action-packed gameplay 
to anybody on the App Store. 
Will the distant future be filled 
with families and friends taking 
their beefs to Dino Dino Jungle 
or Bowser's Castle with just a few 
clicks on their phone? Could this 
multiplayer mode even dethrone 
GamePigeon as the definitive 
rite of passage between couples 
shooting their first shots? If you 
can work past all of these issues, 
or are just in the mood for some-
thing fun, go ahead and start play-
ing. Feel free to even come back 
around to it in a few weeks. Just 
know, for better or for worse, the 
world of gaming will never be the 
same. Take it to the highest roof-
tops, the photo caption, and even 
the tip of Mt. Diablo! Mario Kart 
is on phones! Mario Kart is on 
phones! Mario Kart is on phones! 
STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM 
The Weekly Update 
Keepingyou in the loop 
TRUMP AND IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY The president is facing an impeachment inquiry 
after reports were discovered of his involvement with the 
president of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelens_kiy. R~ports_acc~s-
ing Trump of asking Zelenskiy oflaunchmg an mvestigat10n 
into for vice president and 2020 presidential candidate Joe 
Bi den about a company his son was involved in. During this 
time the president was withholding aid to Ukraine, making 
it appear the president wanted information in ~xchange f~r 
assistance. While the Justice Department claims that this 
was not a violation, members of Congress think otherwise, 
and have since filed an inquiry with more to come. 
EPA vs. CALIFORNIA 
The EPA has accused the "Golden State" of having low 
quality water standards that are not up to par with ~c-
ceptable federal levels. A connection has ~ee;1 draw~ with 
the widespread homeless population, which 1s the highest 
among all the states. 30 days have been given to the state 
by the EPA to solve the problem. For months, the state of 
California, and the presidency have clashed over controver-
sial issues, and many claim that this ultimatum is a political 
attack by the presidency on a state. 
TRUMP VS. REFUGEES Trump and his administration have announced 
that they will lower the level of refugees allowed to settle 
in the U.S. to 18,000, the lowest of any presidency to date. 
As of now the acceptable level is 30,000. Trump has cited 
,-..;.... ___ . ., the believed "c isi "at the U.S. and Mexico$outhern horde 
as the cause for this change. The administration has also 
claimed that the process for allowing people to come into 
the country needs to be reformed. However, critics have 
accused the administration, and the president himself, as 
violating a responsibility to help people in need of help. 
E CIGARETTES ON THE DEFENSE The leading e-cigarette company CEOut is out of 
a CEO following bad publicity for the product. As a result 
of e-cigarettes many people in the country ha~e_suffe:ed 
illnesses. The president claims that the admm1stration 
is working on a nationwide ban. Many states have iss~ed 
warning to their constituents about the effects of vapmg, 
encouraging people not to smoke. 
CLIMATE CHANGE UPDATE 
Reports have been released that the ocean is in signifi-
cant danger. The ocean plays a vital role in the ecosystem 
absorbing over 90 percent of excess heat that enters the 
atmosphere. However, as a result, floods, and effects on the 
marine population have occurred. Changes need to be made, 
however, these natural disasters still could have an effect 
regardless of change. 
ANTONIO BROWN LEAVING THE NFL 
The NFL wide receiver has announced that he will not be 
playing in the NFL any longer. The announcemen~ follows his 
drop from his former team the New England Patriots. Brown 
has been accused ofrape and sexual assault all of which he has 
denied. However, this development does remove him from 
future playing, which many people have called for. 
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SMC Fall Sports Review 
the Gaels dropped the second and 
BY: SPENCER GAVIN third sets to the tune of (25-22) 
SPORTS WRITER and (25_2l), respectively. However, 
Now that many students have they bounced back in the fourth set 
begun to settle in and find their to take it (25-22) to tie it all up at 2 
rhythm in classes, there might be gamesapiece.Inthefinalset,theTi-
some more free time on the hori- gersjumpedouttoanearlyleadand 
zon. One perfect break to studying wasabletocontrolituntil the finish. 
is checking out what competitive This loss drops the Gaels to ( 4-7) on 
sports Saint Mary's has to offer this the season but they look to get back 
Fall to go and watch. A few sports ontrackwithamatchatSantaClara 
with games still to be played in this Tuesday before coming back 
their Fall season are Women's Soc- home to face San Diego and BYU. 
cer, Women's Volleyball, and Men's Show some support for Volleyball 
Soccer. and cheer them on this week. 
Women's Soccer has just com- Men's Soccer, a top-10 nationally 
pleted their final non-conference ranked soccer squad, dropped their 
game of the season with a (1-0) win matchup against UC Davis on Sep-
over the Aggies at the University of tember 26th with a score of ( 4-2). 
California, Davis. This brings their This marks the Gaels' first loss since 
record to a formidable ( 6-4) record 2017 and their first loss at home since 
as they begin conference play. This they faced Air Force in 2016. Saint 
win at Davis, thanks to a goal in the Mary's got things started with a goal 
29th minute by senior Jaylen Crim, in the 20th minute by senior Joseph 
was the first win that Women's Soc- Restani, and he added another goal 
cer notched on the road. They look just minutes later. However, the 
to build on their road success in Aggies would not go down quietly 
their second conference game at the as theyfoughthard and clawed back 
University of San Diego. However, with multiple scores near the end 
forthefirstconferencegameagainst of the match to solidify the win and 
the University of San Francisco, make the final (4-2). Men's Soccer 
the Gaels look to continue their looks to bounce back with games at 
dominant play at home and notch homeagainstSacramentoStateand 
anotherwin at home boostingthem the University of San Diego coming 
to a potential 6-0 record at home up.Let'sshowoursupportforMen's 
this season. Let's get out there and Soccer and cheer them on to another 
show our support for the Women's postseason berth. 
Soccer team. Saint Mary's College sports are a 
Women's Volleyball is coming huge part of our campus and com-
off of a loss at home against the munityasawhole.Withthatsaid,we 
University of the Pacific on Friday, will take a look in the coming weeks 
September, 27th. In a hard-fought at the outlook of Gaels Basketball 
battle, the Gaels dropped this one thisupcomingseason. Wewillbreak-
in a back-and-forth matchup with down key players and key games to 
- pacific. After taking the rst se ocus on so our ae can make 
(25-17) in impressive fashion, the another run in the tournament this 
Gaels struggled in the second and season in March. Go Gaels! 
third sets. Although the two teams 
were trading points back and forth, 
2019's Contending NFL Teams 
BY: SPENCER GAVIN 
SPORTS WRITER 
After 3 weeks of action-packed 
pro football, fans have seen enough 
to have an idea who will be compet-
ing for the Vince Lombardi Trophy 
at season's end. For starters, we can 
likely cross out any team that has 
started the season at 0-3. Rarely 
can any team bounce back after 
such a tough start to then make the 
playoffs (with the exception of last 
year's Houston Texans). Addition-
ally; teams that are l-2have a tough 
road ahead but still have a chance 
to make a considerable run in the 
postseason. That leaves us with 
roughly 15 teams (half of the NFL 
teams) that have a serious shot at 
winning the Super Bowl. Of these 
15 teams, some serious contenders 
arise, a few being Patriots, Chiefs, 
and Rams. What is key to note 
here is the NFL playoffs consist of 
12 teams in a single-elimination 
format. So, if we take away 3 teams 
thathave subjectively over exceeded 
early expectations (Lions, Bllls, and 
Colts), that leaves us with our final 
12: Cowboys, Chiefs, Rams, Patri-
ots, 49ers, Packers, Ravens, Bears, 
Texans, Vikings, Saints, Seahawks. 
When we take a look at the po-
tential 12 teams listed above, we 
can break them into 3 separate 
categories. 
The first category consists of the 
perennial powerhouses. The teams 
that are in this conversation and the 
mix for the Super Bowl seemingly 
every year: Patriots, Chiefs, Rams. 
Forthese teams,justmakingit to the 
postseasonisnotenough.Itischam-
pionshiporbustfortheseteamsthis 
year. These3teams are undoubtedly 
the teams to beat in football. 
The next category is the contend-
ers: Cowboys, Packers, Saints, Se-
ahawks. These teams have garnered 
respect in this conversation based 
on the team's success as a whole in 
recent years (Seahawks winning a 
Super Bowl and Saints making it to 
the NFC Championship Game), or 
perhaps for star players that carry 
their teams (Aaron Rodgers for the 
Packers and Ezekiel Elliott and Dak 
Prescott for the Cowboys). 
The final category is the surprise 
contenders: 49ers, Ravens, Bears, 
Texans, and Vikings. These teams 
have started the year off strong and 
havethrustthemselvesintothecon-
versation of contenders. All of these 
teams have strong rosters and key 
players that give them the ability to 
make a deep run in the postseason. 
Theques- tion is, will these teams 
be able to keep away from injuries 
and keep their hot streaks going 
come playofftime? That remains to 
be seen,however, we know one thing 
is assured with these teams: they 
have great records and have shown 
no signs of slowing down through 3 
weeks of football. 
With all this in mind, I would 
argue these 12 teams will be the 12 
teams we see at the beginning of 
playoffs, and they will continue to 
dominate throughout the year. What 
we will find out is if they will have 
the mental strength to keep focused 
throughout this long, grueling sea-
son. Buckle up, folks, we are in for a 
wild ride of an NFL season. 
Campus 
Calendar 
Career, Internship, & 
Graduate School Fair 
Wednesday, October 2 
12:00p.m. to 2:30p.m. 
Location: De La Salle Lawn 
Contact: (925) 631-4600 
The North Pole 
Season 2 Showing 
Wednesday, October 2 
4:30p.m. to 7:00p.m. 
Location: Galileo 201 
3 
Contact: lrc3@,c;tmarys-ca.edu 
The Place of Faith in the 
Strength & Survival of a 
Clergy Abuse Victim 
Wednesday, October 2 
7:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. 
Location: Hagerty Lounge 
Contact: klml4@ 
stmarys-ca.edu 
Feel Good Fridays 
Friday, October 4 
12:30p.m. 
Location: Intercultural Center 
Contact: theIC@stmarys-ca.edu 
Gallery Talks & Tours: 
Highlights of Exhibitions 
Saturday, October 5 
lla.m. & 2p.m. 
Location: Saint Mary's 





Tuesday, October 8 
12p.m. to l:30p.m. 
Location: Hagerty Lounge 
Contact: staffcouncil@ 
stmarys-ca.edu 
Send Suicide Packing! 
Wednesday, October 9 
lla.m. to 2p.m. 
Location: De La Salle Lawn 
Contact: cacl3@ 
stmarys-ca.edu 
Creative Writing Reading 
Series with Ingrid 
Rojas Contreras 
Wednesday, October 9 
7:30p.m. to 9:00p.m. 
Location: Hagerty Lounge 
Contact: writers@ 
stmarys-ca.edu 
Jazz Band Concert 
Friday, October p 
7:30p.m. 
Location: Soda Center, Claeys 
Lounge ($5 entry for students) 
Contact: rpf8@stmarys-ca.edu 
Bible, Theology & Religion 
Lecture: Author Austen 
Hartke ("Transforming 
the Bible and the Lives of 
Transgender Christians") 
Tuesday, October 15 
7:30p.m. to 9:00p.m. 




The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com. 
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OPINION 
The Words of the Wise 
BY KATELYN MCCARTHY 
OP," 0~ \tvRITER 
Do not discount the words of 
the wise, for theirs are those 
by which the past is fathomed, 
the present scrutinized, and the 
future predicted. Do not dismiss 
them-remember them, beware 
them!-for very often, they are 
realized. 
Benjamin Franklin once said 
that our American government 
"is likely to be well adminis-
tered for a course of years, and 
can only end in Despotism ... 
when the people shall become 
so corrupted as to need despotic 
Government, being incapable of 
any other." Are not our freedoms 
eroded day by day, when 'Big 
Brother,' believing us incapable 
of making our own dec isions, 
mandates what we can and can-
not do? Big Brother, the men and 
women we have elected, whom 
we give a measure of power and 
then, at their urging, more and 
more, and once we have blinked, 
they have taken it all. 
We have not yet blinked. They 
a re still but junior despots, 
answerable to our demands 
and Constitution. But the vox 
populi is no longer unified, and 
our Constitution is sullied and 
soiled by our very heels. Lincoln 
foresaw this: "If destruction be 
our lot, we must ourselves be its 
author and finisher. As a nation 
all time or die by suicide." Amer-
ica is now almost as polarized as 
she was at the time of the Civil 
War. The last time we hated each 
other this much, it took the most 
deadly war in our history to re-
solve our differences. What will 
it take this time? 
Blue our blood flows within 
our veins, and red it drips into 
the earth. Two of our country's 
colors make up our living water, 
our lifeblood. "We are all Repub-
licans, we are all Federalists," 
Jefferson said. That rhetoric 
cannot heal the bitter divide 
with which we now contend. We 
are not Republicans, we are not 
Democrats-we are Americans. 
E pluribus unum-"out of 
many, one." We see it on our 
coins, on our Seal, on posters in 
our childhood classrooms. We 
are stars united in a sky of blue, 
red and white stripes stitched 
The American flag symbolizes the beliefs of all. (Courtesy of Unsplash) 
together. We are marchers under 
the same flag. 
Heed, heed the words of the 
wise. "United we stand, divided 
we fall ," quoth Patrick Henry. 
"A house divided against itself 
cannot stand," proclaimed a 
biblical Lincoln. Washington 
in h is farewell address. Do we 
now live in one America or two? 
If you answer, "one," you must 
not live in California, Colorado, 
or Connecticut, but in Fairyland, 
Naivete, or Denial. 
Said Washington, "If the pub-
lic's attachment to morality de-
clines, it can become insensible 
to justice and decency, instead 
becoming partisan and venal." 
We have grown in some aspects 
of morality-we no longer deal 
in chattel slavery, after all. But 
we have denigrated in other vir-
tues-just look around. Henry 
said, "There is a just God who 
presides over the destinies of 
nations," and if this God is truly 
just, then we may have much to 
fear. 
But all is not lost. Return, once 
again, to the words of the wise. 
Tocqueville said, "The greatness 
of America lies not in being more 
enlightened than any other na-
tion, but rather in her ability to 
repair her faults." One ought not 
ask ifwe can repair our faults: put 
our mind to it, and we can. The 
real question is, "will we?" 
Franklin, when leaving Inde-
pendence Hall at the end of the 
asked whether the new country 
would be a monarchy or a repub-
lic. He responded, "A republic, if 
you can keep it." Can we keep it? 
Can we, the people, prove worthy 
of the liberty with which we have 
been endowed? Or will we fall 
into a despotism of hatred, where 
might makes right and nothing 
much is right at all? Where "all 
men are created equal," so long 
as we want them to be? 
Remarking on the gilt sun on 
the back of Washington's chair 
at the close of the Convention, 
Franklin stated, "I have the happi-
ness to know it is a rising and not 
a setting sun." Does that sun still 
rise, or have we, by the cruelty of 
our words, the hardness of our 
hearts, and our refusal to see our 
neighbor as such, pushed it into 
the darkness of night? 
Only the wise can tell. 
The Boy Who Wore His Hat to Class 
BY KATELYN MCCARTHY 
OP'f'.i ON WRITER 
The boy who wore his hat to class 
Was staring through the pane 
of glass 
Considerably far from his teach-
er's head, 
His hand limply splayed atop the 
book he hadn't read. 
His chin was gobbing up and 
down, a cow upon her cud, 
His lips were loudly smacking, 
and his foot was tapping, thud! 
He blew a bubble, large and pink, 
and stretched it to a pop, 
The boy who wore his hat to 
class, the scourge of every cop. 
Teach droned on, and softly first, 
his hand began to drum 
Along with the cadent smacking 
of the chewing of his gum, 
But its flavor had been lost, and 
its color had turned tan, 
So up he got to spit it in the far-
away waste can. 
He pushed back in his chair with 
a squeak and with a grate, 
Disrupting the class just as he did 
when he was late, 
Then he trudged to the corner 
where the garbage can did sit, 
He opened up his jaws, and was 
just about to spit-
When he saw the box of tissue 
atop ofTeach's desk, 
So he slogged to it, with shuffling 
feet and posture quite grotesque; 
A cloth he took, and crumpled it, 
to wrap his ancient gum, 
Then back again, with trash in 
hand, the apathetic bum! 
Back he stepped, then back again, 
an eye upon the bin, 
And loosed his shot into the air, a 
basket for to win, 
But failed did he to swish the bag, 
and did his tissue wedge 
Behind the can between the wall 
and the chalkboard's ledge. 
But shrugged he and then turned 
away, a mind to leave it there, 
And slothful slogged his idle way 
back to his wobbly chair, 
But as he did, what set him free but 
the school bell that did ring, 
And of the class, our hatted snail 




BY MELANIE MOYER 
September 20th, 2019 is a day that will go 
down in United States history for the global 
Climate Crisis Strikes that took place around 
the world. However, other people attempted to 
"storm" the air force base Area 51 in Nevada to 
"see them aliens." I've heard mixed sentiments 
about each gathering, specifically empower-
ment and pride about the Climate Strikes and 
disappointment and confusion about the Area 51 
raid. While both were spurred by very different 
motivations, I don't think we should write off the 
Area 51 storm just yet. In the most baitc sense, 
the Climate Strikes and the Area 51 storm both 
used the gathering of people to make a statement 
on the government's lack of transparency to its 
people. 
The idea to "storm" Area 51 began as a Face-
book event that later exploded to a meme widely 
discussed on all social media platforms. Although 
some of the posts about the event started to go 
down a bizarre path, the movement had a pow-
erful message: they can't stop all of us. In reality, 
if the 2 million people who responded "going" 
to the event actually went to the secret base, 
the government would have to choose between 
letting people in or fighting off millions of civil-
ians. It was powerful enough to see the air force 
address the event and its validity. In a sense, the 
power behind the raid was the idea that there is 
authority in our numbers. 
Social media complicates the power in gath-
ering even further. Never before has one person 
had the ability to contact millions of people about 
a social movement without having to leave their 
bedroom. Barriers of class and geography are bro-
ken with social media, shown by one person's im-
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the Area 51 event. Generation Z, the generation 
of people born from the mid-90s to early 2000s, 
have grown up with this type of widespread com-
munication. For most ofus, it's second nature to 
communicate with people who live thousands 
of miles away. Most ofus carry the device we use 
to stay connected to others everywhere we go. 
Although people from other generations use this 
newfound habit of communication as a scapegoat 
for many of our generation's problems, in reality, 
it's a powerful tool that has changed the way we 
interact with others. Our community is larger 
than anything seen in the generations that have 
preceded us. We have unfiltered, unlimited access 
to each other. 
Memes are also a complicated, yet powerful 
tool for communication. They're small, digest-
ible images that can be consumed in a matter of 
seconds, and they often use familiar images that 
those who are well versed with meme culture can 
easily understand. For example, many popular 
memes use images from the show Spongebob 
Squarepants, a show most people from Gen-
eration Z watched as kids. Mutual experience 
is essential to the humor of the memes because 
they often sacrifice context for humor. After 
the Facebook event gained popularity, memes 
emerged on every social media platform on what 
would be done once the aliens were freed. Some 
were rather bizarre, but the humor of all of them 
gathered enough momentum to make the move-
ment known by almost everyone with access to 
the internet. The Area 51 raid would not have 
gathered as much attention if it weren't for the 
popularity of the memes. In this sense, Genera-
tion Z staked their claim in the movement with 
their promotion of it. 
The Climate Strikes were also dominated 
by those belonging to Generation Z. Since we 
are the generation that will feel the greatest 
impacts of Climate Change, we are the ones who 
are demanding belief in science and change in 
legislation to protect the earth. The motivation 
for the Climate Strikes was rooted in a more 
noble outcome, but both events show how our 
newfound sense of community is what will truly 
make the changes we want to see in our world. 
On the day of both events, Generation Z proved 
through their gathering that they are a force to 
be reckoned with. 
